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Are you thinking of or do you know about ™~
a project that could benefit our community?
Tell us at fund@mhfga.org.

We're offering a grant of up to £1,500
to support local initiatives that want to make a difference

Details at www.mhfga.org/fund2024
DEADLINE 31 OCTOBER 2024

MHFGA events - dates for your diary!

We are pleased to confirm the following events and we look forward to seeing many of you soon!

“Toulouse-Lautrec and the Cabarets of Paris” - join us for a talk by renowned art historian, author and lecturer
Peter Webb, on this fascinating topic at 8pm on Wednesday 25th September at North Bank, Muswell Hill
Methodist Church, 28 Pages Lane, Muswell Hill, N10 1PP.

Community Litter Picking - all welcome to help keep our local environment tidy and hopefully have some fun. Meet
3.30pm on Sunday 22nd September at the Alexandra Park end of Parkland Walk. Alternative date, if it rains,
3.30pm Sunday 29th September.

Early Christmas Holiday Social Event - come and meet fellow members and the MHFGA Committee at an
informal gathering and discover a hidden gem in the heart of Muswell Hill from 7pm on Wednesday 20th
November at Muswell Hill Bowls Club, Kings Avenue, Muswell Hill, N10 1PB.
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Proposed changes to the planning system

In July, the Deputy Prime Minister announced a consultation on radical changes to the
planning system aiming to making it easier for new housing to be provided and major
infrastructure projects to be built. There is an ambitious goal of delivering 1.5 million
additional homes by 2029 and, to help achieve this, mandatory local annual housing
targets will be re-introduced. There will be a presumption in favour of development on

brownfield sites (i.e., sites which have had a previous use).

Up-to-date local plans will play a crucial role in the delivery of the government’s

ambitions. A new, much-delayed draft Haringey local plan is due by the end of the year. This will be a crucial
piece in the jigsaw. For example, the government acknowledges the need for "well designed” development,
so we will check that the Haringey local plan contains area-specific policies and design guidelines to ensure
that Muswell Hill continues to be an area with an attractive, high-quality built environment, despite the

pressures for new development.

Recent planning applications
The Association objected to an application to build housing at 13 Bedford Road, opposite the entrance to
the Ally Pally train station, for several reasons related to the proposed design. The design is significantly
taller than the surrounding structures and the choice of materials and design details do not reflect the
rhythm of the adjacent buildings. Overall, the proposal does not contribute positively to the local area in

terms of design quality.

Changes around the Broadway
See our Facebook page for the latest news:

e Areminder that the NatWest on Muswell Hill Broadway has now closed.

John Crompton

e A new French restaurant, Ratatouille, is opening at 229 The Broadway, replacing La Rotonda.

e The Friends of Muswell Hill Library report that a new contractor has been appointed by the council to finish the
refurbishments works, following the previous contractor going out of business. The planned re-opening is now
April 2025 - almost a year later than originally timetabled.

MHFGA Committee members

Chairman

[vacancy - see page 7]
chairman@mbhfga.org
Planning

Nick Barr
planning@mbhfga.org

Treasurer
treasurer@mbhfga.org

Website
Alex Vincenti
webmaster@mhfga.org

Secretary / CAAC / Alexandra Palace
Statutory Advisory Committee

John Crompton

secretary@mbhfga.org

Latest local stories on our
Facebook page
facebook.com/MHFGA

Administrator
Laura Bugden

Membership
membership@mbhfga.org

Meetings
Della Deme
meetings@mbhfga.org

Publicity and Social Media
Zoe Norfolk
social@mbhfga.org

Alexandra Palace Consultative
Committee / X (Twitter)
Duncan Neill

ap@mbhfga.org

Local stories and links on
our X (Twitter) feed
@theMHFGA

Environment / Green Spaces
Brian Livingston
environment@mbhfga.org
Transport / Highways

Chris White
transport@mhfga.org

Newsletter Editor
Duncan Neill
editor@mhfga.org

Tree Officer
Jonathan Popper
treeofficer@mbhfga.org

Great photos on our
l r.j l Instagram account
@mhfga

Visit our website www.mhfga.org for lots of information about the local area including old photos and films of
Muswell Hill, useful local links, MHFGA archives and John Hajdu’s fascinating history of the Association.


http://www.mhfga.org
http://mhfga.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MHFGA
https://twitter.com/theMHFGA
https://www.instagram.com/muswell_hill_residents_assoc_/?hl=en-gb
https://www.facebook.com/MHFGA

www.mhfga.org

The next in our series on local sports clubs -
London Heathside

Not far from Muswell Hill, with its HQ at Finsbury Park Athletic Track, is
London Heathside, one of London’s largest running and athletic clubs. As a
club run entirely by volunteers, it boasts over 800 members, comprising 550
adults and 250 young athletes. The age range starts at nine, with some
members still competing in the 70+ year-old age categories.

»
LONDON

The club was formed in April 2000 with the merger of Muswell Hill Runners,

which started life in the early 1980s as a small group meeting and running from H E AT H s I D E
the Woodman pub by Highgate station, and North London Athletic Club based
at Finsbury Park and Hornsey. The latter can trace its lineage back to the early 1900s when a small group of runners

and walkers formed a club called Wigmore Harriers running from, appropriately enough, Wigmore Street in Central
London.

Today, London Heathside has within its membership a
wide range of athletes and runners ranging from those
competing in technical events (such as javelin or hammer
throwing), sprinters, and middle distance athletes
(800/1500m on the track) - but by far the largest
contingent are those competing in cross-country races
during the winter and road races, from Park Runs up to
marathons. Our training venues include the track at
Finsbury Park, the recreation club at the Royal Free
Hospital, the Crouch End Fitness Centre and Trent Park in
Cockfosters.

Some 70 plus members competed in this year’s London

v ) 3 R 4 - Marathon. Our first man completed the distance in around

The Senior 4 x 100m Relay Team, County Chamions 2 hours and 30 mins and our last around 5 hours. Run in

conjunction with the London Marathon our women'’s team

won the English Team Marathon Championships with its 3 team members averaging 2:45 for the distance. Every
Saturday some 90+ members take part in Park Runs based around the country. During the winter season, cross-country
running is extremely popular. We compete in championship races and league matches where it is not unusual for over
100 members to compete on any given Saturday afternoon. For the 5th year in a row our women’s team took the
prestigious Metropolitan League title, one of the largest cross-country leagues in the UK.

On the track, our members compete in championship races and league
matches held throughout the summer. The weekend of the 12th and 13th of
July saw 12 of our young athletes go off to compete in the all-England Schools
Championships, representing either London or Middlesex Schools. Recently,
Helene Stone competed for Great Britain in Germany as a para-athlete over
100m. Another member, Adrian Essex, regularly hits the top of the UK
rankings for many events in the 70+ age group.

Alongside the many members who
love competing are a substantial L R A P
number who act as volunteers in The Girls U15 Cross-Country Team
administrative duties, as race officials

or coaches. Without these volunteers the club simply would not be able to
operate.

| We actively encourage anyone who has an interest in the sport, whether they
want to compete, get fit, or volunteer, to come along and give us a try. Our
annual membership fee is a very economical £90 per year.

Full details can be found at londonheathside.org.uk

The English Women’s Marathon Team Jeremy Odlin

Winners 2024
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Alexandra Palace was in a sorry state after the First World War. It had served
as refugee camp for Belgian refugees, internment camp for German and
Austrian nationals, and military hospital providing care for wounded soldiers.

The man who restored its fortunes was Walter James MacQueen-Pope (1888-
1960, theatrical manager, historian and publicist. In 1922, MacQueen-Pope,
known familiarly as ‘Popie’, former Fortismere student (Tollington School at
the time) of 33 Etheldene Avenue in Muswell Hill, beat thousands of rivals to
be named Palace Manager, responsible for restoring the theatre to its former
glory and revive it as a performance venue.

MacQueen-Pope was the perfect candidate for the restoration with his proven
success as a stage manager and publicist at major West End theatres. His
vision and expertise guided the transformation of the theatre’s interior design,
including repairing the decorative plasterwork, refurbishing the seating

areas and stage, enhancing the acoustics to improve the performance
experience, and not least installing a new bar under the balcony.

Thanks to his contacts in the entertainment industry, he arranged magnificent
events, shows, and concerts in the theatre and park, bringing a mix of drama
and musical theatre and diverse cultural offerings. He organised several variety
performances, a staple of British entertainment at that time, featuring a blend
of comedy, song, and dance. He revived the pantomime tradition, especially
popular during the holiday season for family audiences. His first pantomime, a Christmas production of Cinderella,
featured live deer, ponies, hounds and horses. From the star of cinema and music hall, Gracie Fields, to the leading
British lyric soprano May Blyth, to the slapstick Crazy Gang, to the mentalist William John Morris Bottle (better known
as Datas), to Ben Greet’s players in Shakespeare, to a scout rally with 73,000 Scouts gathering at Alexandra Palace,
‘Popie’ had something for everybody.

Alongside established performers, he also emphasised community
involvement by featuring local talent like the newly formed Alexandra Palace
Amateur Dramatic and the Alexandra Palace Choral Society, which helped
build a loyal audience base.

After leaving Alexandra Palace, MacQueen-Pope returned to the West End
and by 1935 he was said to be the spokesperson for most West End theatres
till after the Second World War. During that war, he was responsible for the
publicity of the ENSA organisation, which provided entertainment for the
British armed forces. He wrote over twenty theatrical history books including
Pillars of Drury Lane and The Melodies Linger on, The Story of Music Hall.

=
=
2
—
B

The Green Plaque at 33 Etheldene Avenue, where he lived with his wife Stella
and his daughter Moya, celebrates MacQueen-Pope’s work from 1922 to 1925
to restore Alexandra Palace Theatre’s reputation as an important venue for
live entertainment in London. It laid the foundation for future artistic
endeavours, marking it as an enduring cultural hub.

Alex Vincenti
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Enjoy an autumn of classic French works
with North London Chorus

After the summer break, people return to work, children to school and singers
to their musical scores. Voices need warming up again but soon the term is in
full swing, and the joys and benefits of singing can be felt in choirs all over the
country. Singing releases endorphins, serotonin and dopamine, all of which
give us a feeling of happiness and positivity. And because of the controlled
breathing required to sing, the lungs expand, which can help with chest
problems and even long Covid.

§

North London Chorus, Photo by Alex May

Being in a local choir means being part of your local community too. You forge links and
friendships while enjoying the power of making music together. North London Chorus is
looking for new members to join it for its exciting programme of French 20th-century
works, to be performed on Saturday 23 November at St James Church, Muswell Hill. The
programme, which features world-renowned soprano Nadine Benjamin and distinguished
local baritone James Cleverton, includes Duruflé’s profoundly beautiful Requiem, based on
Gregorian plainchant, of 1947, and Poulenc’s joyful and enduringly popular Gloria from
1959.

The choir is actively seeking new members, with basses and tenors particularly welcome.
Rehearsals for the autumn term start on Thursday 5th September at 7.45pm at Martin
School, East Finchley, N2 9JP and prospective new recruits are welcome to try out a couple
of rehearsals free of charge before deciding to join.

i B For more details go to northlondonchorus.org/joining/
Nadine Benjamin

Photo © Devon Cass

Winter heating out of thin air!

We are all increasingly aware of the serious problems caused by our use of fossil fuels and the need to find alternative
ways of powering our world, including our heating. At Muswell Hill Methodist Church, we’ve been able to carry out an
interesting experiment, thanks to some part-funding by Haringey Community Carbon Fund. Our buildings have a
central heating system supplied by gas boilers, which will need replacement within the next few years, so it seems very
likely that some form of heat pump will be the best solution. Given the intermittent use of the various rooms on the
premises, and the desire to avoid costly replacement of central heating pipes and radiators, air-to-air heat pumps are an
interesting option. Last year, we had one fitted in one of our medium-sized rooms, ‘Holly’.

Lucy Ellis

The principle of an air-to-air heat
pump is that it is an air-conditioning
unit run in reverse. Outside the
building, air is taken into a
compressor, which extracts heat from
it, even in cold weather, and blows it
out colder. The heat is used to warm
a liquid that runs through pipes into
the room, where it warms air
circulated by fans. The whole system

o is thermostatically controlled, with e =
‘Holly’ room with three wall fan units ~the settings adjustable over the The compressor mounted
internet. externally (out of sight)

The system has worked very well, quickly heating the room from cold and then maintaining an even temperature, with
different temperatures set for the various types of activity in the room. The fan units in the room and the compressor
outside are all very quiet, so noise has not been an issue. Over the winter, we reckon the reduction in production of
carbon dioxide has approached half a tonne, just for one room. The success with the internet system, Home Assistant,
has encouraged us to extend its use to existing radiators, supplied from the gas boilers, so that most of the rooms can
now be heated independently, providing a further saving.

The units we have used are essentially “domestic”, so they are ideal for home heating. We would be delighted to
demonstrate them and to provide more information to anyone interested — just drop an email to

property@mhmc.org.uk Brian Simpson


http://www.mhfga.org
http://www.mhfga.org
https://www.northlondonchorus.org/joining/
mailto:property@mhmc.org.uk
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Zoe Norfolk’s photos of Muswell Hill

Some more photography from around Muswell Hill by our Social Media Officer, Zoe Norfolk. Her book of local
photographs is available at zoe-norfolk.sumupstore.com - use checkout code N10FREE for free delivery.



https://zoe-norfolk.sumupstore.com
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Local organisations

ALEXANDRA PALACE AND PARK

The Alexandra Park Visitor Centre near The Grove car park is open
every Sunday between 2 and 4pm. Events and visitor information
always available at alexandrapalace.com

FRIENDS OF COLDFALL WOOD AND MUSWELL HILL
PLAYING FIELDS

Regular meetings on first Tuesday of the month 7.30pm.
coldfallwoods.co.uk for more information.

FRIENDS OF QUEEN’S WOOD

Friends of Queen's Wood working parties on last Sunday of the month
from 10.30am. Tools provided but bring suitable gloves.

For all events meet outside The Lodge off Muswell Hill Road.

fgw.org.uk for more information.

HARINGTON SCHEME
Providing unique opportunities for young adults with learning disabilities
and/or difficulties. More details at harington.org.uk

HORNSEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Lots of resources and interesting local history books to buy plus details of
regular events, including talks on the New River and the Hillcrest estate

in Highgate at hornseyhistorical.org.uk

HORNSEY PENSIONERS ACTION GROUP
Contact Ann Anderson on 020 8340 8335 or

hornseypensionersactiongroup.org.uk

HORNSEY PETANQUE CLUB
See article in the May 2024 issue and at hornseypetanque.club

LONDON EPILEPSY ACTION
Contact Barbara Penney on 020 8883 0010 or email
barbarapenney@yahoo.co.uk

MUSWELL HILL & DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Now in its 110th year, a great network for anyone interested in gardening.
Full information at bloomingn10.co.uk

Contact: Jenny Kruss on 020 8442 0031 or bloomingn10@outlook.com

MUSWELL HILL BOWLING CLUB

Kings Avenue N10 1PB (next to No. 36)

Founded in 1901 and one of the oldest clubs in north London.

Full information at muswellhillbowlingclub.co.uk — or contact Richard

Johnstone at rjej938@gmail.com

Please send event details for our next newsletter by 15th October to editor@mhfga.org

MUSWELL HILL CHILD CONTACT CENTRE

The Contact Centre, attached to the Methodist Church in Pages Lane,
provides a friendly and supportive place where the children of separated
parents can meet their non-resident parent in a neutral and safe space on
Saturday mornings. Further information can be obtained from our
website mhmc-contactcentre.org.uk or by email at

contact.centre@mhmc.org.uk

MUSWELL HILL PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY
Meet on Wednesday evenings at Friends Meeting House in Church
Crescent , and warmly welcome new members. Information at

muswellhillphoto.org.uk or email contact@muswellhillphoto.org.uk

MUSWELL HILL SUSTAINABILITY GROUP

Alocal action group helping residents live more sustainably - saving
energy, cutting waste, growing food locally and travelling greener. We
work with other local groups, businesses, Haringey Council and our
community energy company enl0ergy. All are welcome to our regular
speaker meetings, advice events including Green Open Homes, and
social activities.

Details at mhsgroup.org or email info@mhsgroup.org

MUSWELL HILL WELCOMES

An inter-faith project supporting refugees and asylum seekers, bringing
together volunteers offering skills such as cooking, English speaking and
more.

Details at facebook.com/muswellhillwelcomes

NORTH LONDON CHORUS

A friendly local choir - see article on page 5 and northlondonchorus.org
for details. Concert of French 20th-century works including Poulenc
Gloria and Duruflé Requiem on Saturday 23rd November 7.30pm at St
James Church, Muswell Hill, N10 3DB. Nadine Benjamin soprano, James
Cleverton baritone, George Herbert organ, Murray Hipkin conductor.
Tickets £25/£21/£13 conc. £2 reduction. Available on website or via St
James Church bookshop.

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH

Lunchtime concerts at the church on Alexandra Park Road organised by
V&J on Saturday 14th September 1pm - ‘Classical Music from Films’,
Alexander Dalziel piano, and Saturday 12th October 1pm—Ravel,
Beach & more, Sanae Honda violin, Yuki Osedo piano. Details at

alexandrapark.org

ST. JAMES CHURCH
Details including groups and concerts at st-james.org.uk

WAVE HUB

See details of inclusive after-school art club starting 12th September and
regular events including the Wave Café, art and well-being plus special
events at wavehub.org.uk

Join our Committee!

One way to get more involved in the work of the Association is to join our Committee to help on specific areas of our work.

Volunteering is often interesting and rewarding. We love to hear from members who are
thinking about getting more involved in the local community.

We are particularly interested in hearing from members to discuss the role of Chair, and also PR / marketing support.

Our Committee is a friendly bunch and there is flexibility in adapting roles to fit individuals.

To have an informal chat please contact any of the Committee members listed on page 2.

We look forward to hearing from you!
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The Boys from Syracuse
5th - 29th September

Upstairs at the Gatehouse

Rodgers and Hart’s classic 1938
musical comedy adaptation

of The Comedy of Errors returns
to the London stage for its debut
at Upstairs at the Gatehouse, in a
madcap tale of mistaken
identity, danger and romance in
ancient Greece!

Details about this and other
shows including drama, cabaret

and musicals at upstairsatthegatehouse.com

Sondheim on Sondheim
20th - 21st October

Alexandra Palace Theatre

The performance offers an
intimate portrait of the famed
songwriter in his own words and
music. Through exclusive
interview footage, audiences get
an inside look at the personal life

The Museum of
Marvellous
Things

22nd September

Jacksons Lane

With giant
puppets, magical
effects, interactive
storytelling, LIVE
original music and
a chance to make

your own special puppet, this is a fun-filled family show
based on the picture book by Kristina Stephenson (creator

of Sir Charlie Stinky Socks).

Details about this and other shows at

jacksonslane.org.uk

MS Haringey is a local group of the
national MS (Multiple Sclerosis) Society.
We are looking to recruit a volunteer to

manage all aspects of our financial activity,

under Charity Commission rules. Initial

training will be given. The role could suit a

retired person with an accountancy or

similar background. Interest in the welfare

of people living with multiple sclerosis

and artistic process of the great

composer, Stephen Sondheim.

Details about these and many other shows and events at

alexandrapalace.com/whats-on

Membership

would be a strong recommendation. For

details please contact Jane Howard by

email at Haringey@mssociety.org.uk

If you live, work, or just enjoy spending time in Muswell Hill, why not join over 700 other members of the Muswell Hill and Fortis
Green Association. For just £10 annual membership for households, or £25 for businesses and organisations, you can support our
actions and campaigns; receive six bi-monthly newsletters with local news and events; receive email updates with community news
and developments; attend members’ meetings; and come to our annual guided local walk. Join at mhfga.org/membership

We encourage existing members not already set up on Direct Debit to do so at membermojo.co.uk/mhfga/renew where you can
also renew using PayPal. For any membership queries, please get in touch via membership@mhfga.org

We are pleased to welcome new corporate member New Wave Tattoo.

Our business and
organisation
members are key
parts of our
community. You
can find links to
their websites at

www.mhfga.org/
directory

Angela Rose

Baby Sensory
Broadway Beauty
Broadway Pet Stores

Broadway Pharmacy

Capital Gardens

Children's Bookshop

Clissold Arms

Cosi Homewares

CPotential

Dunn’s Artisan Bakers

East Finchley Open Artists

Fornaro Pizza

Gallalock

Gibfit30

Greens of Highgate

Harmony Coffee House &
Soft Play

Hornsey Pensioners

House of Books (Fanshaw

Books)

Knights Gardens

La Petite Colline

Leigh Brown

Lunablu Pizzeria

Magmay Books

Men @ 107

Muswell Flyer

Muswell Hill Bowling Club

Muswell Hill Club

Muswell Hill Creatives

Muswell Hill Karate
Academy

Muswell Hill Methodist
Church

Muswell Hill United
Reformed Church

Muswell Hill & District
Horticultural Society

Muswell Hillbilly Brewers

New Wave Tattoo

Norfolk House School

North London Chorus

North London Symphony
Orchestra

Panoptica - MH Optical Ltd

Robert Linsky Optometrist

Roni’s Bagel Bakery

Sally Bourne Interiors

Snappy Snaps Muswell Hill

Sounds & Shapes (V&J)

St Andrew’s Church,
Alexandra Park

St James’s Church,
Muswell Hill

Tatlers Estate Agents

The Cut Barbershop

The Good Rooms

The Harington Scheme

The People’s Pantry

The Robin Kiashek
Osteopathic Clinics

Total Boxer

Walter Purkis & Sons

WAVE Hub

Woodland Tree Surgery

Yogamatters
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