Muswell Hill & Fortis Green Association §(

Your Residents’ Association - working for the local community since 1948

Development proposals at May / June 2024
Fortis Green Tennis Club )

Planning update
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The Tennis Club is adjacent to the southern boundary of part of the Fortis 8  Local shows

Green Conservation Area, on three levels descending towards Cherry Tree Children’s Bookshop story
Wood. The Wood abuts the southern boundary of the site and is currently competition
accessed via a gateway and path next to 29 and 31 Southern Road, both of Membership

which are listed buildings. The site is, therefore, of unusual sensitivity.

The Club, which occupies the site as leaseholder, has issues with the proposal
as the four courts that the Club now has will be reduced to three, none of which
will be L.T.A. (Lawn Tennis Association) compliant. It is also unclear if the
current clay surfaces will be replicated or not. The proposal also envisages that
open green space in the central section will be replaced by the new tennis court
and the clubhouse relocated from the east side of the site to the west. The Club
states that this configuration would reduce the amenity value of the site as
there will be little or no outside space for the club, other than the courts and
access routes. Moreover, the clubhouse, which currently enjoys afternoon sun,
would be in shade all day Images from planning application documents

As currently envisaged the proposal would mean that some adjoining properties will suffer some loss of light, increased
traffic on Cherry Tree Road, and, of course, the inevitable noise and disruption while the development takes place. The
Association is sympathetic to the Club's views; however, in the current housing crisis, also understands the need for
more housing and recognises that the Club would benefit from some investment.

The design of the five proposed houses to the South which would back onto Cherry Tree Wood, are aligned to the
topography of the site and the Association does not intend to object to this element. The proposed clubhouse and flats,
which would be situated to the north of the proposed new entrance at the end of Cherry Tree Road and immediately
adjacent the side wall of a house do, however, fail to respond to the challenges of the site and the Association intends
to object to this part of the proposal.

Details of the Application can be viewed on the Haringey Planning website under reference HGY/2024/0871. The
public consultation period is stated on the website to end on 10th May.
Nick Barr, Planning Officer
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Planning update

The Council has granted permission for one of the major outstanding planning applications in our area: the
demolition of the garages behind the block of flats called Lynton Grange in Fortis Green and their
replacement with five 2 storey houses.

At the time of writing there is no indication of when we can expect a decision to be made with regard to
another large scheme - building nine homes on the Grove Tennis Club site in Cascade Avenue on the
Rookfield Estate. It is understood that the Council is waiting for the developer to submit a basement
impact assessment.

John Crompton

MHFGA 2024 AGM

A reminder that our 2024 AGM will take place at 7.45pm on Thursday 23rd
May at the United Reformed Church in Muswell Hill (on the corner of Queens
Avenue and Tetherdown). All paid-up members are welcome. Wine, soft
drinks and snacks will be served.

Join our Committee!

We would love to hear from any members
who would like to find out more about
joining our Committee. We currently have
vacancies for our Chair (following the
retirement of John Hajdu) and in a couple
of other areas. To have an informal chat
about these exciting opportunities to get
involved, please contact any of the
Committee members below or come to
the AGM.

Talks and walking tour news

We are currently finalising dates in the coming months for a couple of evening
talks and a walking tour in the summer. Full details of these will be emailed to
all members and will also be available at mhfga.org/events

Look out for our flyer in your post!

We will shortly post a flyer to all members. This includes a questionnaire to
gather your views about the events and activities of the Association. We will
also email the flyer to make sure everyone gets it. You can respond by bringing
a completed questionnaire to our AGM, sending us a photo, or completing the

We look forward to hearing from you!

form online. We look forward to getting your ideas and feedback!

MHFGA Committee members

Chairman
[vacancy - see advert above]
chairman@mbhfga.org

Planning
Nick Barr
planning@mbhfga.org

Treasurer
treasurer@mbhfga.org

Website
Alex Vincenti
webmaster@mhfga.org

Secretary / CAAC / Alexandra Palace
Statutory Advisory Committee

John Crompton

secretary@mbhfga.org

Latest local stories on our
Facebook page
facebook.com/MHFGA

Administrator
Laura Bugden

Membership
membership@mbhfga.org

Meetings
Della Deme
meetings@mbhfga.org

Publicity and Social Media
Zoe Norfolk
social@mbhfga.org

Alexandra Palace Consultative
Committee / X (Twitter)
Duncan Neill

ap@mbhfga.org

Local stories and links on

our X (Twitter) feed
@theMHFGA

Environment / Green Spaces
Brian Livingston
environment@mbhfga.org

Transport / Highways
Chris White
transport@mhfga.org

Newsletter Editor
Duncan Neill
editor@mhfga.org

Tree Officer
Jonathan Popper
treeofficer@mhfga.org

Great photos on our
l @ l Instagram account
. @mhfga

Visit our website www.mhfga.org for lots of information about the local area including old photos and films of
Muswell Hill, useful local links, MHFGA archives and John Hajdu’s fascinating history of the Association.
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The next in our series on local sports clubs -
Hornsey Pétanque Club

If you have ever holidayed in southern France, you’ll have seen elderly gentlemen playing
pétanque on a village square on a warm summer evening. But from its Provencal origins, this form
of boules is now played world-wide, and we are fortunate in having two dedicated courts (or
terrains) in our locality.

I

ST

Pétanque by its nature is very accessible and inclusive, and Hornsey Pétanque Club prides itself on an ethos of
friendship and social contact. What began five years ago as an informal group of enthusiasts playing on an overflow car
park at Alexandra Palace, is now a club with a membership of about 50 regular players reflecting the wide diversity of
our community.

I We host three regular playing sessions a week, as well as
ad-hoc games, on our terrains at Priory Park and
Alexandra Palace, both of which offer disabled access.
Our terrains were constructed using funds raised by the
club but are free to use by the whole community.

Pétanque is usually played in teams of two or three
people, though it can also be played as a singles game.

% = The aim is to get more of your team’s boules closer to the
jack (or cochonnet, “little pig”) than the opposing team’s,
but that simple statement doesn’t do justice to the wide
range of tactics you can employ. It’s a game of strategy
as well as skill, and, it must be said, a fair deal of luck as
well!

The pétanque boule is a hollow steel ball about 3 inches in diameter and weighing about 25 ounces. It is usually thrown
underarm, and can be rolled, lobbed or shot to achieve the desired result.

Are you interested in playing? No previous experience of the game is
necessary - whether you are a complete beginner or already an expert player,
you’ll find that you will quickly get into the spirit of this enjoyable and
challenging game at our Club.

We offer three FREE taster sessions to try out pétanque with us to help you
decide if you like the game as much as we do. We can even provide you with a
set of boules for the sessions, so there’s no financial outlay until you are sure.
As a regular player, you will also need to obtain a set of boules. These can be
bought at larger sports shops or online from as little as £25 for a basic set.

In addition to our regular friendly matches for club members, we also play
frequently against other London clubs in Islington, Croydon, North Kensington
and Vauxhall. Though we primarily play for fun, some of our members relish a
competitive challenge, and are becoming more involved in regional and
national competitions.

" We are affiliated to Pétanque England, the sport’s governing body. This
. membership brings with it a number of benefits including insurance, access to
competitions and coaching.

¢ To find out more, or to get in touch, visit our website hornseypetanque.club

Our goal is to make everybody feel welcome whatever level you aspire to. So, come and join us.

Sean Boyle
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The fourth in our series on Muswell Hill’s
Green Plaques - Pigeons, bees and evolution: @Q‘
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William Bernhardt Tegetmeier (1816-1912) was the most important scientist
for the most important means of communication of the time: pigeons. For more
than 3,000 years, pigeons’ exceptional navigational abilities have been used for
long-distance communication and reconnaissance over land and sea when
other means of communication were impossible. They were trained to return to s Yo
their home lofts from distant locations, making them indispensable for military
and civilian purposes, carrying urgent military messages over enemy lines, or
vital information from ship to shore, bringing closer distant communities and
even announcing winning lottery numbers.

Tegetmeier brought science to pigeon and poultry breeding. His 1868 book
“Pigeons. Their Structure, Varieties, Habits And Management”, played a key role in
disseminating knowledge about selective breeding and the principles of
heredity to wider audiences.

(L) Jack Brough caricature of Tegetmeier as a Blue Pouter
(R) Blue Pouter by Harrison Weir (both public domain)

For Victorian upper-class gentlemen, owning and breeding pigeons was a
prestigious hobby, symbolising status and sophistication. They flocked in
thousands to see and take part in Tegetmeier’s first-ever British pigeon race in
1871 at the Crystal Palace, then subsequently organised by him for 30 years at
the Alexandra Palace.

Before his book on pigeons, Tegetmeier was already a well-established
naturalist, prolific writer, a contributor to numerous scientific journals and
popular magazines and author of acclaimed books on beekeeping ( “Bees, Hives
and Honey”, 1865) and poultry ( “The Poultry Book”, 1867). A longstanding friend
and collaborator of Charles Darwin, Tegetmeier’s work on the evolution of
honeycombs in bees was cited in Darwin’s “On The Origins of Species” published
in 1859. Tegetmeier’s breeding studies were also acknowledged in several of
Darwin’s papers and letters.

William Bernhardt Tegetmeier, his
wife Emma and their children settled
in Muswell Hill in 1858 in an 18th-
century weather-boarded house, now

W. B, Teerrmvren : Frow voe O Pustise sy B0 G Groeannor

(From The Sacaue Club." by Aurom Watsom.) numbers 101 and 103, down St.

James’s Lane, surrounded by countryside — to the east the Tottenham Wood
Farm and west the Upton Farm. There, over the next ten years, he conducted
most of his studies on bee hives and pigeon and poultry breeding. It was a
time of great change for Muswell Hill. Tottenham Wood Farm was soon to be
sold, and the building started of Alexandra Palace with materials left from the , s {
demolition of the 1862 South Kensington International Exhibition. Higher up Pigeon racing at Alexandra Pa,éce (pub,w'domam )
St. James’s Lane, work would soon begin on the construction of the viaduct for

the railway line from Finsbury Park to the new Alexandra Palace.

In 1868, after a short stay in another property in St. James’s Lane, Tegetmeier moved to Coldfall Lodge in Fortis Green
and then to North Finchley.

The Green Plaque at 101-103 St James’s Lane celebrates the memory of Tegetmeier as a pioneering figure in British
natural history, beekeeping and poultry breeding. His work played a significant role in supporting and expanding the
theory of evolution by providing empirical evidence and insights into the processes of selection and variation in living

organisms.
Alex Vincenti
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Zoe Norfolk’s photos of Muswell Hill in the spring

We thought readers would enjoy some beautiful spring photography by our Social Media Officer, Zoe Norfolk. Her
book of local photographs is available at zoe-norfolk.sumupstore.com - use checkout code N10FREE for free
delivery.
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MHDHS Bruce Castle Heritage 4’,}; We’re all opening CRYISE
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| The Muswell Hill & District
Horticultural Society will

# hold their summer flower
% show on Saturday June
29th from 3 to 5pm at

{ North Bank, Pages Lane,
Muswell Hill, N10 1PP.
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The show promises a
wonderful array of flowers,
_ fruit and vegetables inside.

‘ Home-baked teas will be

. | available on the lawn. There
. will also be stalls selling

- plants (many grown by
members), local honey,
jewellery and crafts.
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Monday 6th May 2 to 6pm
Kings Avenue, Muswell Hill, N10 1PB
Tea & cake / bar open. New members welcome. Free event.
Details at muswellhillbowlingclub.co.uk

2024 MHFGA Community Fund and update from a recent winner

Following the fantastic success of our Community Fund over the past few years, we are delighted to announce this
scheme will run again in 2024.

The Association will make up to £1,500 available to groups and organisations for projects which will benefit the local
community in Muswell Hill. Applications open 1st October with a deadline of 31st October and full details will be
published over the summer.

In a previous round, we made an award to Muswell Hill
Welcomes and we are very pleased to get the following
update from Rev. Matt Lunn:

" I am delighted to provide you a report detailing the significant
strides made possible through the generous MHFGA

2 Community Fund. Your support has been instrumental in
realising our vision of establishing a vibrant and sustainable
green space for our community.

With the grand funds, we were able to procure essential
resources and infrastructure to kickstart the development of the
community garden. This included wood for raised beds, soil,

. and gardening tools.

{3 0 o, .
The establishment of the community garden will have a transformative effect on our community. We hope to have regular
gardening workshops and volunteer activities, have been able to foster a sense of ownership and pride among participants,
empowering them to take an active role in shaping the gardens future. Our refugees have helped to put the raised beds together.

The impact of the community garden extends beyond its physical boundaries, transcending socio-economic barriers and fostering
a sense of belonging among diverse members of our community. It will become a space where people from all walks of life come
together to share knowledge, experiences, and the fruits of their labour.

In conclusion, I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to the grant panel for their unwavering support and commitment to
our community garden initiative. Your investment has not only enabled us to realise our vision but has also sown the seeds for a
healthier, more resilient, and connected community.
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Local Organlsatlons Please send event details for our next newsletter by 1st June to editor@mhfga.org

ALEXANDRA PALACE AND PARK MUSWELL HILL CHILD CONTACT CENTRE

The Alexandra Park Visitor Centre near The Grove car park is open The Contact Centre, attached to the Methodist Church in Pages Lane,

every Sunday between 2 and 4pm. Events and visitor information provides a friendly and supportive place where the children of separated

always available at alexandrapalace.com parents can meet their non-resident parent in a neutral and safe space on
Saturday mornings. Further information can be obtained from our

FRIENDS OF COLDFALL WOOD AND MUSWELL HILL website mhmc-contactcentre.org.uk or by email at

PLAYING FIELDS contact.centre@mhmc.org.uk

Regular meetings on first Tuesday of the month 7.30pm.
Photography session with Mike Segal on Sunday 19th May, 2 to 4pm. MUSWELL HILL PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY
Mindful drawing with Laura Fox on Sunday 26th May, 10am to 12pm Meet on Wednesday evenings at Jackson’s Lane Community Centre,

- all ages and abilities welcome. Booking for both essential. and warmly welcome new members. Information at

coldfallwoods.co.uk for more information. muswellhillphoto.org.uk or email contact@muswellhillphoto.org.uk

FRIENDS OF QUEEN’S WOOD MUSWELL HILL SUSTAINABILITY GROUP

Friends of Queen's Wood working parties on last Sunday of the month A local action group helping residents live more sustainably - saving

from 10.30am. Tools provided but bring suitable gloves. energy, cutting waste, growing food locally and travelling greener. We

Ancient woodland walk with Russell Miller on Sunday 16th June 2pm.  work with other local groups, businesses, Haringey Council and our

For all events meet outside The Lodge off Muswell Hill Road. community energy company enlOergy. All are welcome to our regular

fgw.org.uk for more information. speaker meetings, advice events including Green Open Homes, and
social activities. Details at mhsgroup.org or email info@mhsgroup.org

HARINGTON SCHEME

Providing unique opportunities for young adults with learning disabilites =~ MUSWELL HILL WELCOMES

and/or difficulties. More details at harington.org.uk An inter-faith project supporting refugees and asylum seekers, bringing
together volunteers offering skills such as cooking, English speaking and

HORNSEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY more. See article on page 6.

Lots of resources and interesting local history books to buy plus details of Details at facebook.com/muswellhillwelcomes

regular events at hornseyhistorical.org.uk
NATIONAL GARDEN SCHEME

HORNSEY PENSIONERS ACTION GROUP Visit the incredible garden on St Regis Close, as featured in our last

Contact Ann Anderson on 020 8340 8335 or newsletter, on Sunday 30th June and Sunday 4th August. Visit

hornseypensionersactiongroup.org.uk findagarden.ngs.org.uk/garden/14902/14902/ for details.

HORNSEY PETANQUE CLUB NORTH LONDON CHORUS

See article on page 3 and hornseypetanque.club A friendly local choir - see northlondonchorus.org for details.

LONDON EPILEPSY ACTION ST ANDREW’S CHURCH

Contact Barbara Penney on 020 8883 0010 or email Lunchtime concerts at the church on Alexandra Park Road organised by

barbarapenney@yahoo.co.uk V&J on Saturday 8th June 1pm - classical and not so classical music
for two violins, Duo Klier. Also Saturday 13th July 1pm - Delibes,

MUSWELL HILL & DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY Franck, Fauré and more, V&J Ensemble. Details at alexandrapark.org

Now in its 110th year, a great network for anyone interested in gardening.

See summer event on page 6. Full information at bloomingn10.co.uk ST. JAMES CHURCH

Contact: Jenny Kruss on 020 8442 0031 or bloomingn10@outlook.com Details including groups and concerts at st-james.org.uk

MUSWELL HILL BOWLING CLUB WAVE HUB

Kings Avenue N10 1PB (next to No. 36) Join us for a sponsored walk on Saturday 15th June at 1pm, Wave Hub

Founded in 1901 and one of the oldest clubs in north London. (Queens Ave, N10 3NU), then set off at 2pm through Highgate Wood,

See open day event on page 6. Full information at Alexandra Park and our local neighbourhood. After the walk, return to the

muswellhillbowlingclub.co.uk — or contact Richard Johnstone at café for an afternoon tea celebration! Details at wavehub.org.uk

richardjjohnstone@gmail.com

Changes on the high street

We benefit from a lively local retail area - here are some recent changes (see
our Facebook page for the latest news):

¢ Another local bank branch to disappear - the NatWest on Muswell Hill
Broadway is closing in August 2024.

e There is renewed activity at the site of Giggling Squid, next to the
Everyman Cinema, and the Thai restaurant has announced it will open
in mid-2024.

e HolyBella Café, who already have a site in North Finchley, have opened
on Colney Hatch Lane, where The Old Minstrel Boy used to be.

e Itlooks like a new M&S Foodhall will be opening at Friern Bridge
retail park.

Photo: Zoe Norfolk
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A Birthday for Bear
21st May - 9th June

. Upstairs at the Gatehouse
A Birthday for Bear

s v—

= (d\ 9 T An uplifting story of friendship,
o '\

persistence, the importance of
. trying new things and letting go!
‘yﬂ Packed with memorable tunes
and audience interaction it
promises to be a joyful theatrical
experience for young children and
their families.

> x/'." ) £ “

£ 2
7L e

Details about this and other shows including drama,
cabaret and musicals at upstairsatthegatehouse.com

Haringey Box Cup
14th - 16th June

Alexandra Palace

As Europe’s largest amateur
boxing event, the Cup takes place
over three consecutive days.
Showcasing 300 contestants from

% - all over the UK and Europe, this is

\J_ a fantastic spectacle of boxing.

Details about this and many other shows and events at
alexandrapalace.com/whats-on

Membership
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Children’s Bookshop Writing
Competition

To celebrate its 50th anniversary, the Children’s
Bookshop on Fortis Green Road is holding a writing
competition for children!

Children aged 8 to 15 are invited to submit a story of no
more than 1,000 words, on the theme of “Journey” . The
deadline is 31st May 2024 and entries cost £3.50 each.

The winner will receive a £100 voucher for the bookshop,
a selection of books for their school, and feedback on
their winning entry. The two runners up will receive a £40
voucher for the shop and feedback.

The judges are authors JT Williams, Chris Smith and
Helen Peters.

The winner will be announced on 22nd June 2024.

Full details and rules at
childrensbookshoplondon.com/competition

If you live, work, or just enjoy spending time in Muswell Hill, why not join over 700 other members of the Muswell Hill and Fortis
Green Association. For just £10 annual membership for households, or £25 for businesses and organisations, you can support our
actions and campaigns; receive six bi-monthly newsletters with local news and events; receive email updates with community news
and developments; attend members’ meetings; and come to our annual guided local walk. Join at mhfga.org/membership

We encourage existing members not already set up on Direct Debit to do so at membermojo.co.uk/mhfga/renew where you can
also renew using PayPal. For any membership queries, please get in touch via membership@mhfga.org

We are pleased to welcome new corporate member Residential Sales and Lettings Agent for Muswell Hill and East Finchley, Leigh

Brown, website at leighbrown.exp.uk.com

Our business and Broadway Pharmacy Leigh Brown Muswell Hillbilly Brewers The Cut Barbershop
- - Capital Gardens Lunablu Pizzeria Norfolk House School The Good Rooms
A Children's Bookshop Magmay Books North London Chorus The Harington Scheme
members are key Clissold Arms Men @ 107 North London Symphony The People’s Pantry
parts of our Cosi Homewares Muswell Flyer Orchestra The Robin Kiashek
community. You CPotential Muswell Hill Bowling Club ~ Panoptica - MH Optical Ltd Osteopathic Clinics
can find links to Dunn’s Artisan Bakers Muswell Hill Club Robert Linsky Optometrist ~ Total Boxer
. . East Finchley Open Artists ~ Muswell Hill Creatives Roni’s Bagel Bakery Walter Purkis & Sons

their websites at Fornaro Pizza Muswell Hill Karate Sally Bourne Interiors WAVE Hub
www.mhfga.org/ Gallalock Academy Snappy Snaps Muswell Hill Woodland Tree Surgery
directory Gibfit30 Muswell Hill Methodist Sounds & Shapes (V&J) Yogamatters

Greens of Highgate Church St Andrew’s Church,
Angela Rose House of Books (Fanshaw  Muswell Hill United Alexandra Park
Baby Sensory Books) Reformed Church St James’s Church,
Broadway Beauty Knights Gardens Muswell Hill & District Muswell Hill
Broadway Pet Stores Lambert Welch Kitchens Horticultural Society Tatlers Estate Agents
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