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March / April 2024 Help shape the future of The Grove 
 
The Grove on the west side of Alexandra Park, accessible on the W3 bus route, 
is a unique part of the park. Whereas the rest of the park was dairy farms 
before being bought and turned into a public park, The Grove was formerly the 
grounds of a large country house. The Grove has changed a lot over the last 
150 years and the Alexandra Palace team is now looking for your ideas to 
make it even better for our local communities. 
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Unit 38 and Studio Hyte have been appointed by Alexandra Park and Palace Charitable Trust to run a public 
engagement exercise to explore potential long term improvements to The Grove. Have your say by filling in the survey 
at shapingthegrove.com and get involved in the pilot events happening on Friday 5th and Saturday 6th April in The 
Grove. There will be free open-access events for all the family, co-created with young people from Ally Pally’s Youth 
Creative Network. There will also be great food, art, games, activities for children and live music! 
 
If you would like to get involved in the events, run an activity or perform, please email outreach@unit38.org 

mailto:editor@mhfga.org
http://www.shapingthegrove.com
mailto:outreach@unit38.org
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Visit our website www.mhfga.org for lots of information about the local area including old photos and films of 
Muswell Hill, useful local links, MHFGA archives and John Hajdu’s fascinating history of the Association. 

Planning update 

It has been a long time coming but the hoarding is off the former 
Woolworth/Poundland building in the Broadway and we can finally see 
what the upper part of the new building looks like. It is nearly six years since 
the first application was submitted. After objections from the Association and 
others the original scheme was modified by the deletion of a proposed 
additional storey and altering the front elevation so that the windows lined up 
better with its neighbours. This has had the welcome result of the building 
having less of an impact on the streetscape and relating better to the buildings 
on either side. The upper floors are to be flats and the ground floor will be let 
to a commercial tenant. It appears that we will not know what this floor will 
look like until they move in. 

 
The Spring Lane Care Home in Fortis Green has submitted an application to 
increase the number of rooms by building on the land behind the current 
building. An earlier scheme was refused by the Council several years ago 
because of the effect it would have on the residential amenity of neighbouring 
properties e.g. Firemans Cottages. The refusal was upheld on appeal. Similar 
concerns have been raised from nearby residents with regards to the new 
application.  
 
The controversial application to build eight houses on the site of the tennis 
court on the site of the Grove tennis court on the Rookfield Estate referred to 
in the November newsletter is still under consideration by the Council. 
 

MHFGA 2024 AGM 

Our 2024 AGM will take place at 7.45pm on Thursday 23rd May at the United 
Reformed Church in Muswell Hill. Details of other events this year will shortly 
be available at mhfga.org/events 

Latest local stories on our 
Facebook page 
facebook.com/MHFGA 

Local stories and links on 
our X (Twitter) feed 
@theMHFGA

Great photos on our 
Instagram account 
@mhfga 

MHFGA Committee members 
Chairman 

[vacancy - see advert above] 

chairman@mhfga.org 

Administrator 

Laura Bugden 

Environment / Green Spaces 

Brian Livingston 

environment@mhfga.org 

Planning 

Nick Barr 

planning@mhfga.org 

Membership 

membership@mhfga.org 

Transport / Highways 

Chris White 

transport@mhfga.org 

Treasurer 

treasurer@mhfga.org 

Meetings 

meetings@mhfga.org 

Newsletter Editor 

Duncan Neill 

editor@mhfga.org 

Website 

Alex Vincenti 

webmaster@mhfga.org 

Publicity and Social Media 

Zoe Norfolk 

social@mhfga.org  

Tree Officer 

Jonathan Popper 

treeofficer@mhfga.org 

Secretary / CAAC / Alexandra Palace 

Statutory Advisory Committee 

John Crompton 

secretary@mhfga.org 

Alexandra Palace Consultative 

Committee / X (Twitter) 

Duncan Neill 

ap@mhfga.org 

 

Join our Committee! 
  
 
We would love to hear from any members 
who would like to find out more about 
joining our Committee. We currently have 
vacancies for our Chair (following the 
retirement of John Hajdu) and in a couple 
of other areas. To have an informal chat 
about these exciting opportunities to get 
involved, please contact any of the 
Committee members below. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you! 

http://www.mhfga.org
http://mhfga.org/
https://mhfga.org/events
https://www.facebook.com/MHFGA
https://twitter.com/theMHFGA
https://www.instagram.com/muswell_hill_residents_assoc_/?hl=en-gb


 

 

 

The next in our series on local sports clubs - 
Highgate Cricket Club 
 

Highgate Cricket Club is based in the beautiful surroundings of Shepherd’s Cot 
(a green oasis off Park Road in Crouch End). We run cricket activities here 
through the Spring and Summer months, and utilise local schools’ facilities  
year-round. Our club was founded in 1879 and we are also part of Highgate 
Cricket & Lawn Tennis Club with a flourishing Tennis Section for juniors and 
seniors alike. 
 
The club is affiliated to Middlesex Cricket and our national governing body the 
English and Welsh Cricket Board (ECB), which allows club members access to 
other events, memberships of those organisations and so on. 
 
Our 1st XI play in Division 2 of the Middlesex County Cricket League, and we field seven XIs on Saturdays, two on 
Sundays and one midweek, providing league and friendly cricket to players of all ages and abilities. 

 
Our vibrant Junior Section runs teams for Under 6s to Under 17s, with training delivered by ECB-qualified coaches. 
Coaching is available on request, both group coaching for juniors, and individual sessions, and we have a wide range of 
coaches with years of coaching experience. Many are involved in borough and county pathways and some even do 
cricket coaching as their full-time job which is fantastic. We have a 75-strong Girls Section who are one of the best sides 
in the county led by female coaches, and are always looking to get more girls into the game! 
 
Importantly, the club is a beautiful setting to watch some cricket, so even if you 
don’t play or don’t have a child that’s keen to get involved, you’re still very 
welcome to come down and savour our lovely Thai Bar & Kitchen and watch 
some cricket being played. 
 
We are also active in local schools - if you want to get more cricket into your 
son or daughter’s school, we can help there too.  
 
We are a fun, inclusive and sociable club, and look forward to welcoming you! 
 
 
 
To find out more about us, please visit highgate-cricket.co.uk or contact our Director of Cricket, Johan de Silva, on 
07481 622 191 (WhatsApp preferred) or email him at cricket@highgate-cricket.co.uk 

 
Johan de Silva 
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The third in our series on Muswell Hill’s Green 
Plaques - Coventry Patmore, Victorian poet 
 

Muswell Hill’s Green Plaques commemorate notable or famous local former 
residents. The idea for the scheme, subsequently adopted for the whole of 
Haringey, came from the then Chair of the Muswell Hill and Fortis Green 
Association, John Hajdu. This plaque was unveiled on 10 December 2009. 
 
Coventry Kersey Dighton Patmore (1823-1896) was probably one of the 
greatest Victorian poets you have never heard of. And possibly also one of the 
most controversial, celebrated and criticised at the same time for his beliefs. 
 
His best-known narrative poem The Angel in the House, presented an idealised 
view of love, marriage, and domestic life that reinforced the traditional gender 
roles and values of the Victorian era. He depicted women as submissive, virtuous, selfless, and morally superior to men, 
emphasizing their roles as wives and mothers. First published in 1854 and expanded in 1864, The Angel in the House 
became popular not only in Britain but also in the United States, and its influence continued well into the twentieth 
century as it became part of many English Literature courses. 

 
Patmore lived in Muswell Hill at 85 Fortis Green, now a listed building, from 
1858 to 1860. There he got married to his second wife, Emily Augusta Andrews, 
who had a profound influence on his work and inspired the third part of his 
narrative poem, Faithful For Ever, published in 1860. 
 
His Fortis Green home would have been the venue for gatherings with the elite 
of English Victorian poetry and literature, like John Ruskin, Thomas Carlyle, 
Alfred Lord Tennyson, and Gerard Manley Hopkins. He was also involved with 
the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood alongside contemporaries including William 
Holman Hunt, John Everett Millais and Dante Gabriel Rossetti. 
 
Patmore was certainly admired for his 
poetic prowess: Thomas Hardy, who 
otherwise did not share Patmore’s 
beliefs, referred to him as ‘Tennyson's 
lovelier successor’. But though The Angel 
in the House appealed to many 
Victorians, especially the more 
conservative and traditional, even at the 
time it faced criticism for promoting an 
unrealistic and confining view of 
womanhood. Prominent figures like 
George Eliot and Elizabeth Barrett Browning challenged the narrow and 
restrictive portrayal of women in Patmore’s poetry. 
 

Later, Virginia Woolf famously referred to ‘killing the Angel in the House’ in her 1931 essay Professions for Women, to 
represent her rejection of the constraints of society and the traditional roles imposed on women. 
 
However, in provoking critical responses and debates, Patmore’s works prompted discussions about gender roles and 
the expectations placed on women in society. The debates surrounding his poetry contributed to the evolving dialogue 
on these topics during the Victorian period. 
 
Patmore’s resonance began fading in his later years, due to shifting cultural and literary preferences, as well as changing 
attitudes towards gender roles. While he may not be a widely read or celebrated figure today, his significance lies in his 
contribution to the literary and cultural landscape of his time. Scholars and students continue to explore his work to 
gain insights into the Victorian era, the development of literary traditions, and the ongoing discourse around gender 
roles and expectations. 

 
Alex Vincenti 
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Portrait of Coventry Patmore by John 

Singer Sargent, 1894, National Portrait 

Gallery 

http://www.mhfga.org


 

 

 

Zoe Norfolk’s photos of Muswell Hill 
 
We thought readers would enjoy some more wonderful photography by our Social Media Officer, Zoe Norfolk, who 
won a couple of awards in 2023 for her portrait work (well done Zoe!). Her book of local photographs is available at  
zoe-norfolk.sumupstore.com - use checkout code N10FREE for free delivery. 
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Visit our local award-winning magical garden 

As I write, our "Award Winning " garden is a quagmire. 
Attempting to prune an overhanging fuchsia, I slipped and 
fell face down into a muddy, overflowing pond. The newts 
were not amused. Nor was I. The Lady of Shalott I was 
not!  
 
Earl and I are banking on the power of nature to recover 
and restore to beauty a lawn that looks as if it has been 
trampled by a herd of heifers, not to mention the puddles 
of pee dotted around by our new puppy Lottie.  
  
Come and witness for yourselves whether our faith is 
justified. We have opened our garden three times every 
year since 1996 ,after Maureen Lipman chose it as her 
"Favourite " for a fundraiser in aid of the Garden 
Museum , alerting the National Garden Scheme to a 
potential NEW garden for visitors to explore. 

 
Since then it has been featured on TV, including BBC’s Gardener's World,  
ITV’s Britain's Best Back Gardens and in magazines and books including the 
latest edition of "Great Gardens of London" . 
 
It has been a pleasure to welcome 
thousands of visitors, including coach 
parties from Japan, China, America, 
and all over Europe. We even have a 
booking for a group from Austria in 
2025! 
 
Recently, the benefits of gardening and 
being in green spaces have been 
widely acknowledged, improving 
physical, emotional, and mental 
wellbeing. Loyal visitors return 
regularly, telling us how, even in the 
rain, our garden lifts their spirits, 
enabling them to leave their cares 
behind. Earl's delicious cakes are not 
the only draw! 
 
We, on the other hand, tend to see what still needs to be done. Even after 
almost 30 years it is still a challenge. We could not achieve what we do without 
the support of a brilliant team of helpers, our NGS "Family" whose enthusiasm 
is tangible. The bonus is knowing our efforts help numerous people 
experiencing often gruelling times, supported by our charities. The NGS is a 
main benefactor to Macmillan Cancer Support, Marie Curie, Hospice UK, 
Parkinson's UK, Carer's Trust, QNI and other garden and health charities. In 
2023 our garden raised a record £8,500, contributing towards £3.4 million 
donated overall. 
 
Do come and join us, relax with cake and tea in our Oriental Tea House, buy 
plants at our mega plant sale, peruse our pottery studio, find a unique gift, or 
some cards. Dogs are welcome on leads. A unique experience awaits, and a 
warm welcome, whatever the weather. For more information including other 
local gardens to explore, visit ngs.org.uk 
 
Sundays 2 - 6.30pm - 28th April, 30th June and 4th August at 5 St Regis Close, 
Alexandra Park Road, N10 2DE. Admission £5 (children FREE). Cash 
preferred but card reader on gate. Groups 10+ by arrangement Apr - Oct. 

 
Susan Bennett 
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ALEXANDRA PALACE AND PARK 
The Alexandra Park Visitor Centre near The Grove car park is open 
every Sunday between 2 and 4pm. Events and visitor information 
always available at alexandrapalace.com 
 
FRIENDS OF COLDFALL WOOD AND MUSWELL HILL 
PLAYING FIELDS 
Regular meetings on first Tuesday of the month 7.30pm 
coldfallwoods.co.uk for more information 
 
FRIENDS OF QUEEN’S WOOD 
Friends of Queen's Wood working parties on last Sunday of the month 
from 10.30am. Tools provided but bring suitable gloves 
For all events meet outside The Lodge off Muswell Hill Road 
fqw.org.uk for more information 
 
HARINGTON SCHEME 
Providing unique opportunities for young adults with learning disabilities 
and/or difficulties. More details at harington.org.uk 
 
HORNSEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Lots of resources and interesting local history books to buy plus details of 
regular events at hornseyhistorical.org.uk 
 
HORNSEY PENSIONERS ACTION GROUP 
Contact Ann Anderson on 020 8340 8335 or 
hornseypensionersactiongroup.org.uk 
 
HORNSEY PETANQUE CLUB 
Play on purpose-built terrains in Priory Park on Mondays and 
Wednesdays, and in Alexandra Park on Fridays, 10am – 12pm, and at 
other times by arrangement. Come and play a few games for free before 
deciding if you want to join. Details at hornseypetanque.club 
 
LONDON EPILEPSY ACTION  
Contact Barbara Penney on 020 8883 0010 or email 
barbarapenney@yahoo.co.uk 
 
MUSWELL HILL & DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
Now in its 110th year, a great network for anyone interested in gardening. 
Full information at bloomingn10.co.uk 
Contact: Jenny Kruss on 020 8442 0031 or bloomingn10@outlook.com 
 
MUSWELL HILL BOWLING CLUB 
Kings Avenue N10 1PB (next to No. 36) 
Founded in 1901 and one of the oldest clubs in north London. 
Full information at muswellhillbowlingclub.co.uk – or contact Richard 
Johnstone at richardjjohnstone@gmail.com 
 
 
 

MUSWELL HILL CHILD CONTACT CENTRE  
The Contact Centre, attached to the Methodist Church in Pages Lane, 
provides a friendly and supportive place where the children of separated 
parents can meet their non-resident parent in a neutral and safe space on 
Saturday mornings. Further information can be obtained from our 
website mhmc-contactcentre.org.uk or by email at 
contact.centre@mhmc.org.uk 
 
MUSWELL HILL PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY 
Meet on Wednesday evenings at Jackson’s Lane Community Centre, 
and warmly welcome new members. Information at 
muswellhillphoto.org.uk or email contact@muswellhillphoto.org.uk 
 
MUSWELL HILL SUSTAINABILITY GROUP 
A local action group helping residents live more sustainably - saving 
energy, cutting waste, growing food locally and travelling greener. We 
work with other local groups, businesses, Haringey Council and our 
community energy company en10ergy. All are welcome to our regular 
speaker meetings, advice events including Green Open Homes, and 
social activities. Green Drinks at the Maid of Muswell on Monday 11th 
March, 8-10pm. Rewilding event ‘Creating a Wilder Britain’ on 
Tuesday 26th March, 7.30pm at Muswell Hill Methodist Church, 
Details at mhsgroup.org or email info@mhsgroup.org 
 
MUSWELL HILL WELCOMES 
An inter-faith project supporting refugees and asylum seekers, bringing 
together volunteers offering skills such as cooking, English speaking and 
more. Details at facebook.com/muswellhillwelcomes 
 
NATIONAL GARDEN SCHEME 
See article on page 6. 
 
NORTH LONDON CHORUS 
Tickets for the next concert with performances of Ethel Smyth The Prison, 
Brahms Nänie and Beethoven Meeresstille und glückliche Fahrt. Generously 
supported by the Foyle Foundation and the Vaughan Williams 
Foundation. Tickets £25, £21, £13, concessions £2 reduction. Saturday 
16th March 7.30pm at St James Church, N10 3DB available at 
northlondonchorus.org. Unreserved tickets available St James bookshop. 
 
ST ANDREW’S CHURCH 
Lunchtime concerts at the church on Alexandra Park Road organised by 
V&J on Saturday 16th March 1pm - Muswell Hill Violin Studio - J.S 
Bach, A. Vivaldi, G.P Telemann and more. Details at alexandrapark.org 
 
ST. JAMES CHURCH 
Details including groups and concerts at st-james.org.uk 
 
WAVE HUB 
Easter Party on Thursday 28th March 11am onwards at United 
Reformed Church, Queens Avenue, N10 3NU. Details at wavehub.org.uk 

Local organisations  
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Changes on the high street 

 
We benefit from a lively local retail area - here are some recent changes (see 
our Facebook page for the latest news): 

 

• La Petite Colline, a French bistro by the team behind the successful La 
Petite Auberge restaurants in Cockfosters and Islington, has opened on 
the Broadway. 

• The Muswell Hill branch of The Real Greek closed in January after seven 
years. 

Photo: Zoe Norfolk 

The 2024 MHFGA Community Fund 

Launched in 2021, our Community Fund supports local projects that aim to make a real positive impact on the local 
community. Details of our 2024 scheme will be in our next newsletter, and we will also revisit the projects that won 
funding last year over the next few issues. 

Please send event details for our next newsletter by 1st April to editor@mhfga.org 

https://www.alexandrapalace.com/
http://www.coldfallwoods.co.uk
https://www.fqw.org.uk/
http://www.harington.org.uk
http://www.hornseyhistorical.org.uk
http://www.hornseypensionersactiongroup.org.uk
http://www.hornseypetanque.club
mailto:barbarapenney@yahoo.co.uk
https://www.bloomingn10.co.uk/
mailto:bloomingn10@outlook.com
http://www.muswellhillbowlingclub.co.uk
mailto:richardjjohnstone@gmail.com
https://mhmc-contactcentre.org.uk
mailto:contact.centre@mhmc.org.uk
http://www.muswellhillphoto.org.uk
mailto:contact@muswellhillphoto.org.uk
http://www.mhsgroup.org
mailto:info@mhsgroup.org
https://www.facebook.com/muswellhillwelcomes/
https://www.northlondonchorus.org/concerts-and-tickets/
https://www.alexandrapark.org
https://www.st-james.org.uk/
http://www.wavehub.org.uk
http://www.mhfga.org
http://www.mhfga.org
https://www.facebook.com/MHFGA
mailto:editor@mhfga.org


 

 

 

Our business and 
organisation 
members are key 
parts of our 
community. You 
can find links to 
their websites at 
www.mhfga.org/
directory 

 

Angela Rose 
Baby Sensory 
Broadway Beauty 
Broadway Pet Stores 

Broadway Pharmacy 
Capital Gardens 
Children's Bookshop 
Clissold Arms 
Cosi Homewares 
CPotential 
Dunn’s Artisan Bakers 
East Finchley Open Artists 
Fanshaw Books 
Fornaro Pizza 
Gallalock 
Gibfit30 
Greens of Highgate 
House of Books 
Knights Gardens 
Lambert Welch Kitchens 

Lunablu Pizzeria 
Magmay Books 
Men @ 107 
Muswell Flyer 
Muswell Hill Bowling Club 
Muswell Hill Creatives 
Muswell Hill Karate 
 Academy 
Muswell Hill Methodist 
 Church 
Muswell Hill Methodist 
 Tennis Club 
Muswell Hill United 
 Reformed Church 
Muswell Hill & District 
 Horticultural Society 

Muswell Hillbilly Brewers 
Norfolk House School 
North London Chorus 
North London Symphony 
 Orchestra 
Panoptica - MH Optical Ltd  
Planet Organic 
Robert Linsky Optometrist 
Roni’s Bagel Bakery 
Sally Bourne Interiors 
Snappy Snaps Muswell Hill 
Sounds & Shapes (V&J) 
St Andrew’s Church, 
 Alexandra Park 
St James’s Church,  
 Muswell Hill 

Studio Moe Ltd 
Tatlers Estate Agents 
The Cut Barbershop 
The Good Rooms 
The Harington Scheme 
The People’s Pantry 
The Robin Kiashek 
 Osteopathic Clinics 
Total Boxer 
Walter Purkis & Sons 
WAVE Hub 
Yogamatters 

Membership 

If you live, work, or just enjoy spending time in Muswell Hill, why not join over 700 other members of the Muswell Hill and Fortis 
Green Association. For just £10 annual membership for households, or £25 for businesses and organisations, you can support our 
actions and campaigns; receive six bi-monthly newsletters with local news and events; receive email updates with community news 
and developments; attend members’ meetings; and come to our annual guided local walk. Join at mhfga.org/membership 
 
We encourage existing members not already set up on Direct Debit to do so at membermojo.co.uk/mhfga/renew where you can 
also renew using PayPal. For any membership queries, please get in touch via membership@mhfga.org 
 
A warm welcome to our new corporate member Knights Gardens, a garden services social enterprise - visit knightsgardens.co.uk  

In Clay 
13th March - 7th April 
 
Upstairs at the Gatehouse 
 
Based on a true story, this “heartfelt, 
charming new musical…” (Everything 
Theatre) is told from a quaint Parisian 
apartment in the late 1930s. Marie-
Berthe Cazin, a ceramist in her early 
40s, eagerly awaits her estranged 
childhood friend, and now celebrated 

artist, Henrietta Tirman. Her imminent arrival pushes 
Marie to reflect on the great joys and sorrows of a life 
devoted to making art. 
Details about this and other shows including a Kinks 
Tribute Show at upstairsatthegatehouse.com 
 
 

 
North London Book Festival 
21st - 24th March 
 
Alexandra Palace 
 
Join a literary celebration featuring 
debut and iconic authors with readings, 
panel discussions, Q&As, workshops 
and book-signings across multiple 
stages at the Palace! Headliners 
include Natalie Haynes, Peter 
Hain, Lemony Snicket, Erin 
Kelly, Michael Rosen and Stuart  

Turton. Something for readers of all ages and genres! 
Details about this and many other shows and events at 
alexandrapalace.com/whats-on 
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Delivery 
bikes 
 
Food home 
delivery has been 
a booming market 
over recent years 
and it certainly is 
an important channel for local restaurants and takeaways. 
However, local residents have been in touch about the 
impact from the sheer number of delivery motorbikes 
often parked in central Muswell Hill. This includes the 
improper use of disabled parking spaces and the noise 
from motorbikes left running whilst parked. We are 
following up with Haringey on what can be done to 
improve the situation. 
Photo by Martin Burstyn     Chris White 

 

Photo books by local 
resident 
Local resident and landscape 
photographer Carole Rawlinson has 
recently published two books - a 
photo essay called ‘Crossing the 
Thames’ about the 20 road bridges 
between Hampton Court and Tower 
Bridge; and one about decorative 
door knockers with photos shot in 
Muswell Hill, Highgate, and other areas. 
View online by clicking on ‘Preview’ at: 

Crossing the Thames 
blurb.co.uk/b/11572147-crossing-the-thames 
Door Knockers  
blurb.co.uk/b/11858107-door-knockers 

http://www.mhfga.org/directory
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