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Note from our Tree Officer 
 
A few new trees under the “Trees for Streets” 
scheme have recently appeared in Southern Road 
and Lynmouth Road. If you’d like to see more trees 
planted in your street, either take a look at the 
Council Website (https://www.haringey.gov.uk/
environment-and-waste/nature-and conservation/
trees) or contact me at treeofficer@mhfga.org 
 
Newly planted and young street trees are vulnerable 
to heat and drought. If you see a tree struggling near 
your home pour a bucket of water on the ground, 
preferably early morning or in the evening. 

Jonathan Popper 
 

MHFGA Community Fund  
 
The Association is delighted to announce that this year we will again be 
awarding funding through our Community Fund project, with up to £750 
available for local projects that benefit the community. 
 
We would like to support local organisations which are making a real 
positive impact on the area. 
 
Last year we awarded funding to three organisations: Friends of Highgate 
Roman Kiln, Muswell Hill Rhythmic Gymnastics, and Project WELCOME, 
all of whom were delighted to receive our support and benefited from our 
contribution to their work. 
 
The application form and scheme conditions will be available on our 
website throughout September and October, and the deadline for 
applications will be 31st October 2022. All local organisations and 
community groups are encouraged to apply, and applications will be 
judged on the basis of community impact. 
 
In particular, we would like to encourage you, our members, to think 
about organisations or projects that you are involved in which benefit the 
area. We will be reaching out to as many organisations as we can to let 
them know of our fund, but we need your help too! 
 
You can find out more by going to www.mhfga.org/fund. 

Photo by Zoe Norfolk 

WANTED! 
 

We are looking for a Membership Secretary 
 
This is a unique opportunity to join one of the most committed and 
longest-established residents’ associations, and directly support our 
activities and campaigns for the benefit of our local community. 
 
In this role you will be the first point of contact for new and existing 
members, including processing new membership and renewals. 
 
As Membership Secretary you will also be a Committee member and 
play a role in running the Association and setting its policies. 
Responsibilities include 

• Act as first point of contact for new and existing members 

• Maintain and update the membership database and records 

• Process new membership applications and existing  membership 
 renewals 

• Work with the Treasurer to manage membership payments 

• Support the Newsletter distribution 

• Attend and report to Committee meetings 
 
Interested? Please contact MHFGA Chairman, John Hajdu, 
hajdu.clarion@talk21.com 

mailto:editor@mhfga.org
http://www.mhfga.org/fund
mailto:hajdu.clarion@talk21.com
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Chairman 
John Hajdu MBE 
chairman@mhfga.org 
 
Planning/Vice Chairman 
Nick Barr 
planning@mhfga.org 
 
Secretary/CAAC/Alexandra Palace 
Statutory Advisory Committee 
John Crompton 
secretary@mhfga.org 
 
Chair of the Consultative Committee, 
Alexandra Palace/Twitter 
Duncan Neill 
ap@mhfga.org 
 
Treasurer 
treasurer@mhfga.org 

Membership Secretary 
Position vacant 
membership@mhfga.org 
 
Environment/Green Spaces 
Brian Livingston 
environment@mhfga.org 
 
Transport/Highways 
Chris White 
transport@mhfga.org 
 
Publicity and Events 
George Danker  
events@mhfga.org 
 
Website 
Alex Vincenti 
webmaster@mhfga.org 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Christine Morris 
editor@mhfga.org 
 
Social Media/Notice Board 
Zoe Norfolk 
social@mhfga.org  
 
Minutes Secretary 
Laura Bugden 
 
Tree Office 
Jonathan Popper 
treeofficer@mhfga.org 
 
Graffiti 
If you wish to report graffiti or flyposting, 
please go to the “Report It” section at 
www.haringey.gov.uk and enter the 
details there. 

Visit our website www.mhfga.org for lots of information about the local area including old photos, 
early films and John Hajdu’s history of the Association. If you have a photo or news item why not 
share it with our members on Twitter @theMHFGA or visit www.twitter.com/theMHFGA. We tweet 
regularly on Association and local news, so please follow and spread the word. And don’t forget 
our Facebook page www.facebook.com/MHFGA!  

Members’ Meetings 
Meetings take place at Northbank, Pages Lane, N10 1PP 
at 7.45pm. 
 
20th October  
Future Plans for Ally Pally 
 
Join Emma Dagnes, CEO of Alexandra Palace and Park, 
and other members of the executive team to hear about 
current and future developments, and have an opportunity 
to ask questions and give feedback on this wonderful local 
cultural institution. 
 
24th November 
How much of the Battle of Barnet took place on 
Muswell Hill’s doorstep? 
A talk by  Lester Hillman 
 
Last year was the 550th anniversary of the Battle of Barnet, 
a game changer for the monarchy, England and future 
warfare. The battle was a decisive point in the Wars of the 
Roses and it helped to secure the throne for Edward IV. 
The battle took place right on our doorstep, in Highgate 
and neighbouring areas. 
 
Lester Hillman is a lecturer, writer, accredited guide, 
conference and event organiser, with experience in 
examining, broadcasting and award judging. He has a 
degree from Cambridge University and post-graduate 
studies London. He has contributed to a new book recently 
published, mainly supporting the Order of St John (St 
John’s Ambulance). He is the holder of international, 
professional and university awards. 

 
www.facebook.com/MHFGA @theMHFGA        @mhfga 
 

MHFGA Committee 

http://mhfga.org/
http://mhfga.org/
http://www.facebook.com/MuswellHillandFortisGreenAssociation
http://www.facebook.com/MuswellHillandFortisGreenAssociation


Members’ Meeting March 2022  
www.mhfga.org              Page 3 

Member Profile 
 

Stephanie Beer 
 
My Muswell Hill life began more than 50 years ago when my new husband John 
and I moved to our first house in a terrace just off Colney Hatch Lane. A few 
years later, with a two-year-old bouncing off the walls and another on the way, we 
moved to a larger place just next to Highgate Wood, where we remain to this day. 
I am not sure exactly when we joined the Association but the records show we 
were already members in 2004.  
 
Highgate Wood has been a central part of our lives ever since. My two boys 
learned to ride their bikes, kick a football and climb a tree there; my grandsons 
are now doing the same; and multiple family dogs have considered it their second 
home, including my current dog, a little black Cockapoo called Cleo. 
 
Having got so much out of its 69 acres of ancient woodland over the decades, it 
only seems fair to give back, which is why I’ve been the Association’s 
representative on the Highgate Wood Consultative Group for the last 10 years. 
Meeting twice-yearly and composed of local councillors, reps from local 
organisations and City of London Members, the Group provides a forum for 
residents and users of the Wood to influence its management. 
 
I was also a magistrate at Haringey Magistrates Court for 33 years. It was on 
Bishop’s Road, a short walk through Highgate Wood, before it was merged with Enfield and Camden and turned into a block of 
flats. It was the perfect occupation for a mother with school-age children as I could do the school run, make it to court for 9.15 and 
still collect the children from school at 3.30! 
 
I have a long association with Highgate golf club, too. My husband John was already a member when we got married in 1972 
and, after suffering through what I like to call the “golf widow years”, I decided that if you couldn’t beat them, you should join them, 
and became a member myself. Somewhat ironically, I also proceeded to fall in love with golf. I took a turn as Ladies Captain 
before accepting a role with Middlesex County Golf and overseeing its administrative merger with Middlesex Ladies, only the third 
county in England to merge in this way, which felt quite revolutionary at the time.  
 
It’s hard to believe how much Muswell Hill has changed over the last 50 years, from the people to the places - you just don’t see 
as many TV presenters around Muswell Hill as you used to, and the Singer sewing machine shop, Wimpy and Woolworths have 
all gone! - but many things have stayed constant too, foremost among them the strong sense of community and good 
neighbourliness that first welcomed me to the area all those years ago. I’m proud to call Muswell Hill my home. 

Pinkham Way Alliance 
 
We'd hoped that the Inspector of the North London Waste Plan (NLWP) would remove Pinkham Way 
from being suitable for waste use. He didn’t, but what he did was better still. He took reasons why the 
site is unsuitable for development – the ones we’ve been putting forward for years (biodiversity, flood 
risk, etc) - and included them in the Plan. 
 
Importantly, he has also set out all the local (Haringey), regional (London Plan) and national planning 
policies that have given us the basis for our objections 
 
We attended the June Haringey Cabinet meeting to make a deputation. 
 
The PWA accepted the NLWP Inspector’s report and agreed with Haringey Council that his inclusion of the site in the plan gave 
multi-layered protection for Pinkham Way. In turn, the Council acknowledged PWA’s contribution, made in evidence-based 
arguments across multiple submissions. 
 
The much more constructive atmosphere with Haringey has continued. There are other key points outside the NLWP Inspector’s 
discretion. We’ll pick these up in the Haringey Local Plan consultations in the autumn. 
 
The Council encouraged PWA to submit a full response. 
 
Current indications are: 
-that climate change, green space and biodiversity will be driving issues 
-that the Council intend to give proper (and welcome!) weight to protecting and enhancing the site’s biodiversity 
 
To achieve this, we consider that a Site Management Plan is essential, and are revisiting the Plan we submitted some years ago. 
 
Stephen Brice 
Chair 
Pinkham Way Alliance 
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Prime Warden of the Shipwrights 
 
Laura Bugden, our Committee Minute taker, has become the 
first female Prime Warden of the Worshipful Company of 
Shipwrights. 
 

The Company is one of the 150 or so London Livery Companies 
and is a charitable institution involved in helping young people 
embark on a career in the maritime world. 
 
The position of Prime Warden, frequently called “Master” in 
other Livery companies, is held for one year and is akin to being 
Non Executive Chairman of the Company. 
 
“I was very honoured to be elected Prime Warden and 
particularly pleased to be the first female. I have worked all my 
life in the shipping industry and I am delighted to be able to give 
something back,“ said Laura. 
  

Everyman – new (historic) 
projector 

 
An historic 35mm film projector is to be installed as an 

exhibit in the foyer of the Everyman and you are invited to 

the celebrations. 

 
A Gaumont Kalee GK21 projector has been donated by 

David Staples (member of MHFGA) to the Everyman and will 

be displayed in the foyer. The GK21 was manufactured 

during the 1950s and is regarded by many as one of the 

most beautiful (and iconic) projectors ever manufactured. 

The Odeon Muswell Hill was at one time equipped with GK 

21 projectors. 

 
The date is still to be fixed but there will be an opportunity to 
watch the projector being reassembled by Nigel Wolland 
MBE and other volunteers from the Projected Picture Trust. 

More lovely images of our local area from Committee member and 
professional photographer Zoe Norfolk 
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Membership 

Ambitious About Autism 
Angela Rose 
Baby Sensory 
Barnet Furniture Centre 
Barron Salon 
Bob’s Café 
Broadway Pet Stores 
Broadway Pharmacy 
Bund Chinese Restaurant 
Capital Gardens 
Children's Bookshop 
Claire Avant Yoga 
Clissold Arms 
Cosi Homewares 
Dunn’s Artisan Bakers Ltd 
East Finchley Open Artists 
Everyman Muswell Hill 
Freehold Community 
 Association 
Gibfit 30 
Green & Blossoms 
Green’s of Highgate 

Harington Scheme 
Hollickwood Primary School 
House of Books 
JHK Estate Agents 
Lambert Welch Kitchens  
La’De Kitchen  
Laytons (Jeraboams) 
Men at 107 
Misk Boutique 
Muswell Flyer 
Muswell Hill Bowling Club 
Muswell Hill Creatives 
Muswell Hill Karate Academy 
Muswell Hill Methodist Church 
Muswell Hill Methodist Tennis Club 
Muswell Hill Pharmacy  
Muswell Hill Pilates 
Muswell Hill United Reformed 
 Church 
Muswell Hill & District Horticultural 
 Society 
Muswell Hillbilly Brewers 

North London Chorus 
North London Symphony 
 Orchestra 
Panoptica - MH Optical Ltd  
Picture Framing Muswell Hill 
Planet Organic 
Point 5 Kitchens 
Robert Linsky Optometrist 
Roni’s Bagel Bakery 
Rowan Antiques 
Sally Bourne Interiors 
Snappy Snaps 
Socials For My Business 
St James’s Muswell Hill 
Studio Moe Ltd 
Tatlers Estate Agents 
The Good Rooms 
The Hampstead Butcher & 
 Providore 
The Mossy Well  
The People’s Pantry 
The Real Greek 

The Robin Kiashek 
 Osteopathic Clinics 
Toffs 
Victory Auto Services 
W Martyn 
Walter Purkis & Sons 
WAVE Café 
White Tusk Studios 
Woodland Tree Surgery 
Yogamatters 

New Members  
Welcome to our new household members: Cathy Brennan, Anne Dougall  
The following local businesses and organisations support the Association. You can find the links to their websites on our 
Corporate page at www.mhfga.org and click Useful Links. 

 
 

RONI’S of Muswell Hill 

 
are pleased to offer an early bird special 

20% DISCOUNT 
 

to members of  
the MUSWELL HILL & FORTIS GREEN ASSOCIATION 
8AM TO 11AM, MONDAY TO FRIDAY Please show 

this advertisement for discount to be applied 

Parkland Railway Video 
 
John Lawal contacted us about a new informative video concerning 
the Parkland Walk, and its previous use as a railway branch line to 
Ally Pally:  
 
https://youtu.be/07o0R-Pw-sA  
 
John intends to send us an article about the railway later on in the 
year, but meanwhile do take a look at the video. 

MHFGA on Facebook 
 
Zoe Norfolk makes sure that we maintain a very active Facebook page that keeps 
you up to date with all the changes on The Broadway and Fortis Green. Zoe is a 
professional photographer and posts some delightful pictures of the area.. 
 
Some of our recent posts were: 

• Dukes Avenue Practice has moved  

• New Happy Swan to close 

• Pierre Alix opened, a traditional French bakery 

• The Mind charity shop has opened 

• Having only been open 3 years La’de Kitchen has handed over the keys to Cafe 
Beam who will refurbish the restaurant  

• Proposed development on the site of Pound shop   
 
So do keep in touch with what’s going on in our community by paying us a visit and 
reacting to and commenting on Zoe’s posts. 

There are still members, both household and businesses and organisations, who haven’t yet renewed their membership 
this year. Please consider renewing in order to support your community and the work that MHFGA engages in to 
enhance the local area. 

https://youtu.be/07o0R-Pw-sA
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MHFGA.org is 20 years young! 
 
Launched in 2002, the website of the Muswell Hill & Fortis Green Association was introduced to complement the traditional 
Newsletter in communicating with our local and not-so-local community. At the time there were fewer than 40 million websites 
online, and the then www.muswellhillandfortisgreenassociation.co.uk (yes, that was the first address) was a runaway success, its 
12 pages seen in its first year by 34,000 visitors, 1,000 from overseas.  

 
Today there are almost 2 billion websites to choose from, all 
competing with Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, TikTok and a 
huge raft of other social media platforms for the attention of the 
public. The MHFGA website has changed and grown over the 
period, publishing local news, expanding its unique photo and 
video archives, and offering maybe the most comprehensive 
guide to local emergency and non-emergency services. Last 
year, its 60 pages and 50 posts were seen by a still very 
respectable 4,000 visitors. Recently, the website has added 
Zoom and other video recordings of its public talks and plans, 
including publishing the Association’s whole collection of 
Newsletters, going back to 1965.   

Alex Vincenti 

1. Controlling a small mammal 
2. Grand hopes 
3. Trapper in a cereal field 
4. Information for travellers to outer space 
5. June 21st vision 
6. Ni-donkey ni-insect 
7. Struggle and conciliation 
8. Centre month 
9. A cypher fills in entries daily 
10. The bright red mail 
11. The corn grinder on the cleaning of teeth 
12. Minister’s house-meadow, recreation ground 
13. The wild bunch is a long way away 
14. Sitcom of mistakes 
15. Lupus room 
16. Centre of blackness 
17. Home of laughter 
18. A space with something to see 
19. The torn pants altruist 
20. Symbol of thanks to the NHS workers 
21. Picture of the painter as an adolescent 
22. The rest of the 24 hours 
23. The veteran and the deep 
24. The fruits of fury 
25. The finish to the liaison 

26. Beast agriculture 
27. Farewell the Das Kapital 
28. Not forgetting the old days 
29. The deity of tiny items 
30. Feathered friends aria 
31. Offspring of 24h 
32. The helper’s story 
33. French novelist’s bird 
34. The hue mauvish 
35. Being airborne is scary 
36. A century of being alone 
37. Meal at jeweller’s 
38. To murder a Minus Polyglottos 
39. The can barrel 
40. The baron of circles 
41. The US citizen is not noisy 
42. Good-day unhappiness    
43. Direction-ire monastery 
44. The tots in H20 
45. The alteration 
46. Devilish poetry 
47. Knackers yard V 
48. Marathon alienation 
49. The unexpected traveller 
50. Beneath the web 

A Literary Quiz 
 

Can you find the titles of literary works in these clues? Answers on the back page. 

A very faded home page on the 2005 website www.mhfga.1and1.org 

MHDHS Autumn Show 2022 
 

John Hajdu to present Flower Show prizes 
 
The MH&FGA’s Chairman, John Hajdu, will be presenting the Cups at the MHDHS Autumn 
Flower Show. This marks the first year of our joining the Association as a corporate member 
and we look forward to a closer relationship between our two societies. 
 
What: Muswell Hill and District Autumn Flower and Vegetable Show. 
When: Saturday 17th September. Doors open 3pm, Prize giving 4.30pm. 
Where: North Bank, 28 Pages Lane, Muswell Hill, N10 1PP 
What’s on: Hall full of colourful flowers, fruit and vegetables to view. Homemade cakes for 
afternoon tea. Raffle. Stalls in the garden – plants, local honey, jewellery, Shed Art and 
Muswell Hill Sustainability. 
How much: £1 for non-members, children free. 
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NORTH LONDON EPILEPSY ACTION  
Contact Barbara Penney 020 8883 0010 or e-mail 
barbarapenney@yahoo.co.uk 
 
HORNSEY PENSIONERS ACTION GROUP 
Contact Ann Anderson (020 8340 8335) or 
www.hornseypensionersactiongroup.org.uk. 
 
HORNSEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
www.hornseyhistorical.org.uk 
Local History Surgery. Phone 020 8348 8429 or email 
hornseyhistoricalsurgery@gmail.com with a brief outline of the 
problem. 
 
HIGHGATE CHORAL SOCIETY 
www.hcschoir.com. 
 
MUSWELL HILL & DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
AutumnFlower Show and Plant Sale. Saturday 17th 
September 3-5pm at North Bank, Pages Lane, N10 1PP. 
Displays of fruit, flowers and vegetables in the Hall. Home-
baked afternoon teas. Local honey, crafts and jewellery for 
sale. Plants for sale at bargain prices, many grown locally by 
members. Raffle. £1 entry for non-members. 
Contact: Jenny Kruss on 020 8442 0031 or 

bloomingn10@outlook.com. 
 
MUSWELL HILL PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY 
www.muswellhillphoto.org.uk or email 
contact@muswellhillphoto.org.uk. 
 
MUSWELL HILL BOWLING CLUB 
King’s Avenue N10 1PB (next to No. 36). 
www.muswellhillbowlingclub.co.uk – or call Richard Johnstone 
on 07986 873312 or e-mail richardjjohnstone@gmail.com.  
 
THE FREEHOLD COMMUNITY CENTRE  
9 Alexandra Road, N10 2EY. Please check at 
www.familiesonline.co.uk/local/barnet/listing/freehold-
community-centre-195857  or 
freehold2003@gmail.com or ring 07935 324578. 
 
ALEXANDRA PALACE AND PARK 
The Alexandra Park Visitor Centre near the Grove car park is 
open every Sunday between 2 and 4pm. The Centre will be 
well-ventilated and we will ask visitors to wear a face covering. 
 

Local Organisations  
WEA MUSWELLL HILL 
For details visit www.wea.org.uk or see brochures in libraries. 
 
MUSWELL HILL CHILD CONTACT CENTRE  
The Contact Centre which is attached to the Methodist Church 
in Pages Lane, provides a friendly and supportive place where 
the children of separated parents can meet their non resident 
parent in a neutral and safe space on Saturday mornings. 
Further information can be obtained from our website https://
mhmc-contactcentre.org.uk or by email at 
contact.centre@mhmc.org.uk. Apart from a £20 referral fee the 
service is free.  
 
MUSWELL HILL WELCOMES 
An inter-faith project supporting refugees and asylum seekers, 
bringing together volunteers offering skills such as cooking, 
English speaking and more. 
Details at www.muswellhillwelcomes.org 
 
NORTH LONDON CHORUS 
www.northlondonchorus.org. 
 
FRIENDS OF MUSWELL HILL LIBRARY 
We are volunteers who support the improvement and ongoing 
development of the library in Queens Avenue. We organize 
events and work with the Council's library staff to promote the 
library. 
Saturday 10 September at 2pm:"The Parkland Walk: What 
might have been ..." talk by Jim Blake. 
Saturday 15 October at 2pm: "Writing fiction: getting the 
support you need" by Kate Pemberton of Writers Room. 
Saturday 19 November at 2pm: "The Geology of Muswell Hill" 
Talk by Di Clements. 
For event details and other updates contact Iain Smith on 
friends.muswell@gmail.com. 
 
FRIENDS OF QUEEN’S WOOD 
Wednesday October 5 7.30pm: Mark Spencer, Forensic 
Botanist and Curator of the Linnean Society of London, will give 
a zoom talk. For full information and our Autumn tree walk see 
fqw.org.uk. All welcome. 
 
HARINGTON SCHEME 
Details at www.harington.org.uk 

Drop-in legal advice services  
 
These services, previously run by Peter Thompson, have been transferred to qualified lawyers. 
Please note that if your correspondence is about a legal matter, you need to contact the legal advice centre directly at one of 
these addresses: 
stjameslegaladvice@gmail.com 
coppettslegal@gmail.com 
sjlacwoodgreen@gmail.com 
  
If you would like assistance with legal matters, please attend one of the drop-in legal advice sessions which St James Legal 
Advice Centre runs 

• on Saturday mornings at St James Church, Muswell Hill, N10 3DB 

• on Tuesday mornings at Wilton Community Church, N10 1LT 

• on Wednesday afternoons at The Salvation Army Centre, Wood Green, N22 7JA 
  
Please ensure you bring all relevant documents with you. The clinic staff will be able to look at your case and tell you if there is 
anything that they can do to assist. Please note, the lawyers are unable to assist with the conduct of litigation or court 
proceedings. They are also unable to provide advice over email or telephone. 
  
Further information on the drop-in legal advice services can be found on https://sites.google.com/view/stjameslegaladvicecentre/
home. 

mailto:barbarapenney@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:bloomingn10@outlook.com
http://www.muswellhillphoto.org.uk
mailto:contact@muswellhillphoto.org.uk
http://www.muswellhillbowlingclub.co.uk
mailto:richardjjohnstone@gmail.com
https://mhmc-contactcentre.org.uk
https://mhmc-contactcentre.org.uk
mailto:contact.centre@mhmc.org.uk
http://muswellhillwelcomes.org
mailto:friends.muswell@gmail.com
http://fqw.org.uk
mailto:stjameslegaladvice@gmail.com
mailto:coppettslegal@gmail.com
mailto:sjlacwoodgreen@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/view/stjameslegaladvicecentre/home
https://sites.google.com/view/stjameslegaladvicecentre/home
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1. The Taming of the Shrew 
2. Great Expectations 
3. Catcher in the Rye 
4. Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy 
5. A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
6. Nicholas Nickleby 
7. War and Peace 
8. Middlemarch 
9. The Diary of a Nobody 
10. The Scarlet Letter 
11. The Mill on the Floss 
12. Mansfield Park 
13. Far from the Madding Crowd 
14. A Comedy of Errors 
15. Wolf Hall 
16. Heart of Darkness 
17. House of Mirth 
18. Room with a View 
19. The Ragged-trousered Philanthropist 
20. The Rainbow 
21. A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man 
22. The Remains of the Day 
23. The Old Man and the Sea 
24. The Grapes of Wrath 
25. The End of the Affair 

26. Animal Farm 
27. Goodbye to Berlin 
28. Remembrance of Things Past 
29. The God of Small Things 
30. Birdsong 
31. Midnight’s Children 
32. The Handmaid’s Tale 
33. Flaubert’s Parrot 
34. The Colour Purple 
35. Fear of Flying 
36. A Hundred Years of Solitude 
37. Breakfast at Tiffany’s 
38. To Kill a Mockingbird 
39. The Tin Drum 
40. The Lord of the Rings 
41. The Quiet American 
42. Bonjour Tristesse (Fr.) 
43. Northanger Abbey 
44. The Water Babies 
45. Metamorphosis 
46. Satanic Verses 
47. Slaughterhouse Five 
48. The Loneliness of The Long Distance Runner 
49. The Accidental Tourist 
50. Under the Net 

Answers to quiz on page 6 

Muswell Hill Metro 

 
 
Once upon a time you could travel by train from Alexandra Palace via Muswell Hill and Cranley Gardens to Finsbury Park. And for 
a moment it looked like the network could become part of the tube and expanded to the north to Bushey Heath and High Barnet, 
and south to Moorgate. Instead, on the 3rd July 1954, after 81 years of service, despite representations by a formidable list of local 
organisations (the Middlesex County Council; Finchley, Hornsey, Islington and Wood Green Borough Councils; Friern Barnet 
Urban District Council; the Alexandra Park Trustees; Hornsey Chamber of Commerce; and the Federation of Ratepayers' and 
Kindred Associations in Middlesex) the line was closed down.   
 
The rest is history, and today the disused track has become the very much-loved Parkland Walk, the longest linear nature reserve 
in London. However, since the demise of the Alexandra Palace to Finsbury Park line, the idea of bringing back rail in one form or 
another has not gone away and a short Youtube documentary by video producer and author Geoff Marshall (a.k.a Jago Hazzard) 
recounts some of the past schemes, from the London Passenger Transport Board‘s Northern Heights to a plan to build a six-lane 
highway along the Parkland Walk. See the video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=07o0R-Pw-sA or find it with additional 
references on the Association’s https://mhfga.org/video-gallery/.  

Alex Vincenti 

Muswell Hill Old Train Station 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=07o0R-Pw-sA

